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"The reason I will not exhibit this picture is that I am afraid that I have shown in it the secret of my own soul." (L, 06)

This quote tends to contrast between the graphic and the literary novel. It is clear that none of them is moral or immoral, as the author has stated. They both talk about the same characters, but the literary novel includes some very important scenes, where they get excluded from the graphic book. The reason behind the first scene and the last scene of the story is said by Dorian Gray. It is important to show the reader such idea about the main plot. Unfortunately, this is where situations get confusing but the main idea stays clear due to the similarities in the characters. Although several chapters were missing, but the reader is able to predict what has happened based on the characters’ sayings and Dorian’s changing personality which becomes more brutal from scene to scene. Because the theme is similarly correlated to our reality, it is easy to compare and contrast between the graphic and literary novel.

Essentially, all three main characters were the same in both books. No one was missing, unlike the total number of the chapters. Dorian Gray, Basil Hallward, and Lord Henry had their same characteristics as well as their same personalities. This is actually an excellent idea which the author has perfectly focused on. Connecting the main characters to each other or adding their identical personalities does clarify the idea in the reader’s mind as it also stays to easily remind the reader about the previous scenes. Considering the theme of The Picture of Dorian Gray, art was used as a key to symbolize the theme. At the beginning, it was used as a mirror to reflect Dorian’s individuality by Lord Henry’s negative influence on him. In other words, Dorian Gray was influenced by Lord Henry’s bad ideas regarding the art, which was included his own portrait. Thereby, art turned out to be a bad idea because it led to negative consequences through Dorian’s life. 
“An artist should create beautiful things, but should put nothing of his own life into them.” (L, 12)

Both books included the idea of mentioning art in an indirect way because Dorian’s painting was a major cause behind every single action until the end. Just like beauty, art and the artist are very necessary concepts of the story, where they fall under the action of its plot. Dorian lived through art in the story of the graphic and literary novel. Thus, all sins, the value of youth and beauty as well as corruption were perceived by the reader as one thought whether he or she was reading the graphic book or the literary novel. Studying the art of Dorian’s picture, and following the scenes with omitted scenes or chapters in the graphic book would probably bring up a different idea of understanding than the literary novel. 

On the contrary, both books were different in specific areas. Characters were similar, but the story itself, few settings, and the scenes were cropped out from the graphic book whereas they were provided in the literary novel. Chapters six, nine, 11, and 12 were one of the chapters that were not included in the graphic book. The literary novel had detailed information. This was very helpful in easing the process of sending the wanted information to reader’s mind. Usually, when readers read a certain book, they end up having a different idea of its theme. Yet, the theme of The Picture of Dorian Gray was simply understood, however, each reader had a different point of view of what both books have included. Hence, we see the clear differences between the two books after viewing their similarities. The differences eventually get obvious by the end, where many important scenes get cut from the graphic novel. For instance, the scene regarding Sibyl’s death was not mentioned in the graphic novel; not even fully detailed. If the reader follows the graphic novel without being backed up with the literary book’s details in this chapter, the reader would definitely get lost in the further scenes unless he or she predict what had happened. 

The story contains various figures, which are used as symbols to represent an idea, a person, or even an object. For example, the Yellow Book is one of the common symbols that encouraged Dorian Gray on applying his actions based on it. It represents the negative influence, which unfortunately tends to damage his soul without consciousness. It turned the concept of art over Dorian’s actual individuality until he kills himself under this bad influence. In fact, the picture of Dorian himself was also a symbol that proved to the reader how simple lines of art would turn an individual from an innocent soul to an undefeatable, unwanted, unaware, and evil person in the society he is surrounded by. No matter how much Dorian tries to escape, his actions were turning back to him. The reflection of his evil soul was saved in his own portrait until it killed Dorian due to the severity of his extreme hypocrisy. 

“I wish I had, for as sure as there is a God in heaven, if he ever does you any wrong, I 


shall kill him.” (L, 78)
This is where symbolism was also used in the story by Jim Vane, who foreshadowed the act of killing Dorian Gray in the coming chapters. 

Because the theme is similarly correlated to our reality, it is easy to compare and contrast between the graphic and literary novel. “For that, I would give everything. There is nothing in the world I would not give…I would give my soul for that!” (G, 15) This is where Dorian Gray starts destroying his own soul under Lord Henry’s influence. Having approved that Dorian becomes prone to changes, he brags about what he calls good improvement in his actions, where he tries to convince himself that he is no longer a bad person. This kind of thinking is what would be called vanity, which is also one of the seven sins. Themes were thought of in a different way, though they were all related to our life with its society somehow. The theme was all about identity, past experience, influence, beauty and youth, responsibility, and most importantly making choices or taking the right decision. Dorian’s thoughts changed after meeting Lord Henry. Thereby, he focuses on his own desire with his selfishness, vanity, envy, duplicity, along with dissemblance. Most of the times, over expecting something would blind a person to make him step away all the needed steps to reach his desire. This is what fundamentally happens when a person like Dorian Gray loses his conscious mind in order to put himself before others in his society. Actually, Dorian’s whole story raises very original questions about life where it shows how it is everything should be expected behind one’s back, even if he or she had a beautiful or an innocent face. Having the sensational emotions and the effective circumstances portrayed by the author. Oscar Wilde is tremendously great in showing how things can be caused out of nothing. Furthermore, both novels were attractively interesting. The graphic book contains black and white picture, which may seem boring or confusing to read, yet, the events in the story itself are the key in grabbing the reader’s attention. It was not too long, nor too short. It gives some sort of flavor to the story’s background, based on its old history. On the other hand, the literary novel was too good to be understood. One can say that the information provided there is in excellent quality, written by an outstanding writer. Although there were no pictures, but the literary novel was more beneficial to read in a way of expanding the reader’s imagination. Oscar Wilde has done a great job in showing the events in the literary book more than the graphic novel. This is one of the creative techniques that not so many authors have the ability to master. Overall, the literary novel was better in showing the events clearly than the graphic book. If the choice of choosing between the two books was given, the literary novel would be definitely chosen over the graphic novel because it will bring different point of views where readers would look at the characters and events differently.
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